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SUBJ: COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER ALLEGES US INTEREERENCE 
IN GUJARAT 

REE: MADRAS 03 11 (NOTAL) 

1. REFTEL REPORTS FOLLOWING SENTENCE FROM MADRAS 
"INDIAN EXPRESS" FEBRUARY 14 DESCRIBING COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER SHARMA'S SPEECH: "MR SHARMA ALLEGED THAT 
DURING THE RECENT ELECTIONS IN GUJARAT AN OFEICIAL OF 
THE US EMBASSY HAD TOURED THE STATE IN HIS CAR DIS- 
TRIBUTING MILLIONS OE DOLLARS TO OPPOSITION WORKERS." 
THE SAMACHAR VERSION OF PERSUMABLY THE SAME REMARK 
READS: "A PERSON FROM THE EMBASSY OF A CERTAIN GOVERN- 
MENT WAS SEEN DISTRIBUTING MONEY FROM A CAR IN 
GUJARAT DURING THE ELECTION". 

2. THE FEBRUARY 14 EDITION OF THE "EXPRESS" IN NEW 
DELHI CARRIES A FRONT PAGE STORY WHICH REPORTS SHARMA 
WARNED THAT FOREIGN AGENTS WERE STILL ACTIVE AND 
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MAILED TO SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS)AND THE RECENT BOMBAY 
COMMUTER TRAIN EIRE TO THIS WARNING. ACCORDING TO 
THIS ACCOUNT, SHARMA SAID HE WAS NOT CONDEMNING ANY- 
BODY, BUT HE WANTED TO CAUTION THE PEOPLE THAT 
THESE INCIDENTS WERE SYMBOLIC. HE ADDED THAT POWERS 
NURSED ILL WILL TOWARD INDIA AND WERE INCITING WORKERS 
OE THE ANNED RSS TO lOIN CONGRESS AND BREAK IT. THE 
AGENTS OE FOREIGN NATIONS, HE CONTINUED, WERE CREAT- 
ING AN ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH THE PEOPLE WOULD FEEL THE 
IMPACT OP THE EMERGENCY WAS PADING AWAY. THE MINISTER 
SAID THAT A MULTINATIONAL COMPANY WHICH HAD LOST A 
CONTRACT TO INDIA IN LATIN AMERICA HAD THREATENED 
THAT COUNTRY WITH DIRE CONSEQUENCES. INDIA, HE HAD 
ASSURED THAT COUNTRY, WOULD NOT ONLY TAKE OVER THE 
MANAGEMENT OP THE TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY SHOULD 
THE MULTINATIONAL ORGANIZATION DECIDE TO WITHDRAW, BUT 
WOULD TRAIN THAT COUNTRY'S PERSONNEL SO THEY COULD 
RUN THEIR OWN SYSTEM. 

3. COMMENT: SHARMA IS AN AVID LEFTIST WHO NEEDS 
LITTLE ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRODUCE THIS KIND OP A SPEECH. 
HE HAS SAID SIMILAR THINGS BEPORE, BUT HIS SPECIPIC 
CHARGE THAT AN EMBASSY OPPICER PASSED OUT MONEY IS 
A NEW AND BLATANT MOVE. 

SAXBE 

NOTE: REPTEL NOT AVAILABLE. 
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